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7th FIP MAXIMAPHILY World competition FOR

THE Best Maximum Card CREATED IN 2009
LISBON, OCTOBER 7, 2010
During the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference, held in Lisbon, Portugal, on October 7, 2010, the participating delegates were invited to vote, according to the regulations of the Annual World Maximaphily Competition, for the three Best Maximum Cards created during the year 2009. The main goal of this Competition is to encourage the creators of Maximum Cards to aim for the creation of exceptional new realizations (always conforming with the rules) and reward the important Maximaphily knowledge and marcophily research work done, leading to high quality MC creations.

Fifty three (53) countries took part in the competition, an increase of eight (8) countries since last year.  The countries are listed as follows:

Aland,  Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Australian Antarctic Terr., Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, P.R. of China, Chinese Taipei, Cyprus, Czech Rep., Denmark, Estonia, Falkland Islands, Finland, France, French Antarctic Terr., French Polynesia, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, Israel, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Macau, Malaysia, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Rep. of Korea (South), Rep.of Macedonia (former Yugoslav), Rep.of Moldova, Romania, Russia, Saint-Pierre et Miquelon, San Marino, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, United Kingdom, USA, Vatican and Venezuela. 

The results of the three (3) Best Maximum Card created in 2009 are the following: 

 

1st Prize: PORTUGAL

COFFEE SMELL – STAMPS AND THE SENSES 
[image: image5.png]




This Maximum Card was created by the ‘Associacao Portuguesa de Maximafilia’.  The First Day Evora cancellation has a special mention and a concordant illustration (triple). This stamp was issued on Oct. 2, 2009 as part of a set of five stamps and a block.


The stamp on the block honours the 200th Birth anniversary of Louis Braille and the writing also appears repeated in Braille characters. The remaining five stamps are dedicated to each of the five senses. The smell receives the aroma of the cup of coffee. The touch feels the embossed ink coming out of the tube. The sight detects holographic images on the spectacle lenses that change according to the position of the stamp. The taste identifies the flavour of vanilla on the glue of the stamp that shows an ice-cream. The hearing is sensitive to the noise made by the file when you rub its rough surface. 
2nd Prize: CYPRUS 

PLANET EARTH  
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This Maximum Card was created by Nicos Rangos, President of the ‘Cyprus Philatelic Society’ and former chairman of FIP Maximaphily Commission.  The First Day Cyprus cancellation has a concordant illustration (triple). 

This se-tenant stamp was issued on May 4, 2009 and depicts a map of the world. The stamp is perforated in the middle. On the left is the map of North & South America, while on the right is the map of Europe and Asia. It was issued as part of three year celebrations of the International Year of Planet Earth or IYPE, which runs from January 2007 to December 2009. The year 2008 was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly as the UN Year. It promotes the wise use of Earth materials and encourages better planning and management. The International Year of Planet Earth aims to ensure greater and more effective use by society of the knowledge accumulated by the world’s 400,000 Earth scientists. 
3rd Prize: RUSSIA and SPAIN 

3rd Prize: RUSSIA 
YURI GAGARIN (1943 – 1968) 
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This Maximum Card is the first created beyond the limits of the Earth. It was co-created by Cosmonaut Gennadyi Padalka Commander of 19th basic expedition to ISS and Viacheslav Klochko, Astrophilately FIP Juror and collector, (Vice-President of the  Union of Philatelists of Russia). 


In 2009 the Russian Post issued an illustrated stamped postal stationery for 75th Birth Anniversary of Yuri Gagarin (March 9, 2009), the first Cosmonaut in the world. On this card the portrait of Yuri Gagarin was printed. In addition, on March 6, 2009 the Russian Post issued a similar 10 ruble postage stamp honouring Yuri Gagarin.


On March 28, 2009 the crew of 19/20-th basic expedition on International Space Station (ISS) under the command of the Russian cosmonaut Gennadiy Padalka arrived in ISS on board Soyuz TMA-14 spacecraft. The Space Crew delivered among the payload 52 such postal cards aboard ISS. Each of these cards had already affixed on the view side the 10 ruble postage stamp. These cards were then cancelled on April 4, 2009 (Day of Outer Space) with an official post canceller made by the "Russian Post" at the request of the Russian Space Agency, according to Mr.Viacheslav Klochko becoming the first Maximum Cards created beyond limits of the Earth. 
3rd Prize: SPAIN 
‘LAS MENINAS’ (The Maids of Honor) with Infanta Margarita Teresa, 
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This Maximum Card depicts a 1656 painting by Velázquez, in the Prado Museum, Madrid. The stamp was issued on Oct. 22, 2009 as a Join issue with Austria. The First Day Madrid cancellation has a concordant text and illustration (triple). This Maximum Card was created by the ‘ASEMA.  

Margarita Teresa (1651 – 1673) was the daughter of King Philip IV of Spain. For political reasons, she was betrothed to her maternal uncle, Leopold I, Holy Roman Emperor. In 1666, after her father's death, the 15 year old traveled to Vienna, Austria and was welcomed by her future husband, her uncle Leopold. After giving birth to four children, and weakened by many miscarriages, she died in 1673 at the young age of 21.

This painting displays Velázquez’ mature style, it might be subtitled ‘the artist in his studio’ for Velázquez shows himself at work on a huge canvas. In the center is the Princess Margarita, who has just posed for him, among her playmates and maids of honor. The faces of her parents, the king and queen appear in the mirror on the back wall. The painting shows Velázquez’ fascination with light. The varieties of direct and reflected light in ‘Las Meninas - The Maids of Honor’ are almost limitless ■
The complete results of the World Competition for the Best Maximum Card created in the year 2009 are the following: 

1st -  PORTUGAL ……………….
 57 points

2nd - CYPRUS ………………….
 39 points 

3rd - RUSSIA ……………………
 33 points

3rd – SPAIN …. …………………
 33 points 

4 th - CANADA …………………
 18 points

4 th - CHINA P.R ………………..
 18 points

4 th - FRANCE ………………….
 18 points

5 th - GERMANY. .………….......    15 points

5 th - VENEZUELA ……………..     15 points

6 th - ARGENTINA ………………
 12 points

6 th - CHINESE TAIPEI.................
 12 points

6 th - GREECE …………………...
 12 points

6 th - LUXEMBOURG …………..
 12 points

7 th - AUSTRALIA ………………  
  9 points

7 th - MONACO ………………….
  9 points

7 th - SERBIA…………………….
  9 points

7 th - SINGAPORE ……………....
  9 points

All other countries received less than 9 points

George Constantourakis
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