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  FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE dE PHILATÉLIE 


                               

       Chairman: George Constantourakis                                   2115 girouard

montreal qc, 

h4a 3c4

canada

Tel: +5144822764

Email: geo.constant@sympatico.ca
REPORT on the  

JOINT MEETING of the FIP Board of  Directors with the representatives of Continental Federations & FIP Commissions 
(only as it relates to Maximaphily Commission) and  
REPORT of the  FIP MAXIMAPHILY COMMISSION CONFERENCE 

both held on August 11, 2014, in  SEOUL, Korea 
Below follows the exact communication of Jan.25, 2015 from the FIP Secretary General: Andrée Trommer-Schiltz as it relates to the FIP Maximaphily Commission only:

“FIP Board : President : Tay Peng Hian; Vice-Presidents : Fernando Aranaz, Dila Eaton; Directors : Peter

McCann, Bernard Jimenez, Bernard Beston; Secretary General : Andrée Trommer-Schiltz.

FEPA : President José-Ramon Moreno

FIAF : Vice-President Luis Claudio Fritzen, Treasurer James Taylor

FIAP : Honorary Member Michael Ho, Secretary General Prakob Chirakiti

AEROPHILATELY : Chairman Ross Wood, Secretary Norman Banfield

ASTROPHILATELY : Chairman Igor Rodin, Secretary Jaromir Matejka

FIGHT AGAINST FORGERIES : Chairman Klaus Schoepfer

LITERATURE : Secretary Gary Brown

MAXIMAPHILY : Chairman George Constantourakis, Secretary Jenny Banfield
POSTAL HISTORY : Chairman Kurt Kimmel, Secretary Andrew Cheung, app. Bureau Member Malcolm

Groom

POSTAL STATIONERY : Chairman Lars Engelbrecht, Secretary Ian McMahon

REVENUE : Absent

THEMATIC PHILATELY : Chairman Jonas Hällström, Bureau Members Peter Suhadolc & Tono Dwi

Putranto

TRADITIONAL PHILATELY : Chairman Lars Peter Svendsen, Secretary Patricia Stilwell-Walker

YOUTH PHILATELY : Secretary Linda Lee
Welcoming speech by Mr Tay, FIP President

FIP President Mr Tay welcomed the Representatives of the Continental Federations and of the FIP

Commissions and introduced them. He explained that since he was elected, he was thinking that

communication was one of the most important issues. So the Board started to meet more philatelists of the

Member Federations - the receptions held at various exhibitions were no waste of money, but a way of

promoting communication.

This meeting was also one of these occasions where the Conitnental Federations' and the Commissions'

representatives could discuss face to face with the FIP Board Members and bring up their ideas and wishes.

MAXIMAPHILY

Chairman George Constantourakis thanked for invitation and looked forward to have these meetings more

frequently in future. The communication inside of the Commission, between the delegates and the Bureau,

were very good, and the Annual Reports of the Commission comprised summaries of the activity reports of all

the delegates. The input for the Best Maximum Card Competition was also very high. He had two points to

mention : the first that more Maximaphily exhibits be accepted at FIP exhibitions, and the major one was

that in the Jury selection there was at least one accredited Maximaphily judge, if possible the team leader.

Director Beston pointed out that the difficulty was that there were very few Maximaphily exhibits in the

exhibitions and that it would not be fair to expect the Organisers to invite one judge only for a few exhibits,

and there were very few Maximaphily judges who had a cross accreditation in another class. He asked the

Chairman to have the Maximaphily exhibitors to enter more exhibits at FIP exhibitions, thus justifying the

invitation of jurors. Mr Constantourakis said he would push his exhibitors to enter more exhibits and he

hoped a reasonable number of exhibits would be accepted in future.
President Tay added a few remarks on Maximaphily, that in the past the Maximaphily juries did not pay

attention to forgeries, and yet there were so many in the 1930ies, 1940ies. And, yet, so much attention was

paid to forgeries in all FIP classes, that it was logical that it was also done for Maximaphily now. In

Maximaphily there are so many forgeries that should be removed, as it showed a lack of knowledge of the

exhibitors. Mr Constantourakis answered the Commission was fully aware of this situation and was paying

attention to it.”
REPORT of the  FIP MAXIMAPHILY COMMISSION CONFERENCE, Seoul, Aug. 11, 2014 

At the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference, held in Seoul, South Korea, on August 11, 2014 the following fourteen (14)  Delegates and observers were present from 13 member federations as follows: Australia, Austria, Canada, Chinese Taipei, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Finland, Indonesia, Korea (South), Luxembourg, Mongolia, New Zealand, and Vietnam.
Opening of the conference.

The Conference was opened by the Chairman George Constantourakis, co-chaired by Bernard Beston, FIP Director responsible for the Maximaphily Commission and in the presence of Andrée Trommer-Schiltz, FIP Secretary General, Jenny Banfield, Secretary, FIP Maximaphily Commission and Nicos Rangos, ex Chairman. 
Next the Chairman welcomed all participants and expressed his thanks for their presence. He then asked all present to observe one minute of silence in memory of the late F. N. Farahbakhsh ex Delegate of Iran and of the late Dr. Jovan Velickovich (a FIP PH Judge and) assistant/translator to the Delegate of Serbia. 
Work done worldwide during the June 2012 to July 2014: 

The FIP Maximaphily Commission Bureau was quite active during the June 2012 to July 2014 period. There was a close cooperation between its President and the new Members of the Commission and in particular with
Jenny Banfield (Secretary), Mme Anny Boyard (Bureau Member) and Nicos Rangos (past President): 
- We kept constantly upgrading our contact info leading to greater facility to communicate. 
- We kept in constant contact with every Delegate either  requesting their National Activity Report or sending out official communications, plus sending our annual World Activity Report.
- We updated our own FIP Maximaphily Commission website with the most recent information, with emphasis on the Reports, Competitions and Links.

- We made power point presentations regarding the 'Judging Maximaphily' and 'Recognizing Fake Maximum Cards' at FIP, National and Regional level Exhibitions. 
- We have communicated to all our Delegates the new regulations ‘Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points’, that were adopted in Jakarta and approved by the FIP Board in Rio de Janeiro. 
- During this period, we ‘ve posted on our Commission website the 2011 World Competition for the 3 Best Maximum Cards and the 2012 World Competition for the 3 Best Maximum Cards with 60 participations in each Competition.

- We ‘ve carried out electronically the Voting for the World Competition of the 3 Best Maximum Cards by having the official Delegates email their Voting Papers to both the President and the Mme Anny Boyard (Bureau Member).

- Throughout this period, there was a very close and cooperation between the Chairman and the new Bureau Members and in particular between the Chairman and with Mme Anny Boyard (Bureau Member) and Mr. Nicos Rangos (former Chairman). 

Main Maximaphily Event - Approval of the Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines 
On November 23, 2013, the FIP Board approved at its Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, our proposed: Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points. 
On August 12, 2014, the member federations of the 73rd FIP Congress also approved these Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points at its Meeting in Seoul, South Korea. 
(These Amendments had first been adopted by all the Delegates attending the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta, on June 22, 2012. Following the request by Mr. Beston for a more clear and simple definition, paragraph 3.1, on both the SREV & Guidelines, was re-worded and after consultation, it was accepted by the Bureau Members of the FIP Maximaphily Commission, on November 9, 2013.)
The main points of our Strategic Plan for the future of Maximaphily:

 - To publicise through workshops, articles and CD Rom’s the new regulations adopted in Jakarta and approved by the FIP Board in Rio, regarding the specific criteria in using Personalized Stamps to create valid Maximum Cards. 
       - To lead a campaign in fighting Fakes and Forgeries in Maximaphily by creating a data base of questionable MC’s and by offering Seminars at many Maximaphily and Philatelic venues.

       - To further publicize the posting of the World Maximaphily Competition of the three Best Maximum Cards in our Commission’s Website and strive to improve the Voting fairness. 

- To encourage National Maximaphily Ass. in the direction of promoting Youth Maximaphily.
- To request from FIP members countries the appointment of active Delegates to our Maximaphily Commission.
      - To promote the acceptance of all classes at FIP Exhibitions.
- To promote the Increase of the number of Maximaphily Exhibits being accepted by the organizing committees of FIP Exhibitions. 
      - To advocate for at least one accredited Maximaphily Judge (team leader) at FIP Exhibitions.  

Short Presentation on the Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points.       
The Chairman, with the aid of an illustrated PowerPoint presentation, explained the Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points.
He focused on the SREV article 3.1. The postage stamp: The “postage stamp” designation is reserved for the postal operator assigned to ensure the universal service within a UPU member country (Universal Postal Union), or a dependent territory. The postage stamp can be personalized on request from a client (individual, association, company,...), provided that it is available to the general public. It must be valid for postage and affixed only on the view side of the picture postcard. Postage-due stamps, pre-cancels, revenue stamps, stamps violating the "UPU (Universal Postal Union) philatelic code of ethics", are not allowed, nor are official stamps, except those, which are at the disposal of the public (United Nations, UNESCO, Council of Europe,...). The postage stamps which are cut out from postal stationery are allowed only if the issuing postal service permits their use. Postage stamps printed online by a customer are not allowed. Stamps, issued by postal operators authorized by the responsible governmental body, are admitted under the same conditions as the postage stamps.


On the SREV article 3.3. The cancellation, 3rd paragraph: The ordinary cancellations without illustration are valid provided that they indicate the name of the locality where the post office is located and the concordance of the place is respected.

On the Guidelines article 3.1. The postage stamp: For a specific subject, the order of preference is: postage stamp issued in the philatelic program of the designated postal operator (postal authority), where it comes as main subject, or easily identifiable secondary subject, then personalized postage stamp, then postage label of an authorized operator (postal authority).

On the Guidelines  article 4.3. Knowledge and research / The concordance of place: When a work of art is an integral part of a monument (relief, sculpture, fresco, stained glass window, mosaic, etc.), the preferred cancellation is that of the place where the monument is located.

Discussion/ Mr. Beston’s address and suggestions
There was a general discussion, followed by an address to the Delegates by Mr. Bernard Beston, FIP Director responsible for the Maximaphily Commission. Mr. Beston also suggested to me and Mrs. Banfield that now is the time to move on from the topic of the Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines and focus on what to look for when judging a Maximaphily exhibit. His suggestion is for a future Seminar to have photocopy samples of a 1-frame exhibit in 3 varieties, for example:

1.- Very good presentation and good title page, but the odd item that can have a deduction, good mark for rariry, good running heading etc.
2.- Poor title page, font size small, good info about cards, but not so good about stamp and cancel.

3.- Reasonable title page, no running heading, goodcard, cancel and stamp, but very badly placed on page. title page, but the odd item that can have a deduction, good mark for rariry, good running heading etc.

We are hoping to have a Seminar/ Meeting during the upcoming SINGAPORE 2015 Exhibition, headed by our Secretary Mrs. Jenny Banfield, as she will be the only member of our Bureau present at this exhibition.
Conclusion 

- Even though the Commission’s Meeting had a limited attendance, it was followed with interest and was done in a warm atmosphere..

Montreal, April 6, 2015 
George Constantourakis               

Jenny Banfield                               

Chairman                                      

Secretary

FIP Maximaphily Commission
These changes to the SREV and Guidelines must first adopted by the FIP Board before they can be applied.
Presentation on updating the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and on the place of cancellation.       

The Chairman, with the aid of a well illustrated PowerPoint presentation, explained the Updating of the Maximaphily Regulations (SREV and Guidelines) on Personalized Stamps. He explained acceptable examples of the “Collector timbré” (Stamped Collector): Picture (image) selected by the Post and printed by the Post; examples of  ‘Mon Timbreamoi’ (My own Stamp): Picture  (image) given by the applicant and after confirmation by Post; examples of the ‘ID timbre’ (the ID Stamp): Picture (image) given by the applicant and printed by the post, but that is to promote our events, products, brands...He also explained non acceptable examples such as the ‘Timbre en ligne’ (Online Stamp): printed at home based on our choice, without true perforation. It is a stamp mainly for practical use and not for philatelists. He explained using acceptable MC examples of authorized Private Posts.  He explained non acceptable MC examples having a cancellation without the name of the locality. He concluded with examples of the preferred cancellation for an artwork integral to a monument such as relief, sculpture, fresco, stained glass window, mosaic, etc. For example: in the case Michelangelo’s frescoes in the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican, the preferred MC is that using a Vatican stamp with a Vatican cancellation. Second choice is a MC using an Italian stamp with a Rome nearest Post Office cancellation. (Acknowledgements go to the "Maximaphiles Français" for making available to the Commission their CD used in this presentation).
- The Chairman then requested that each National Delegate should try to provide the Commission with examples of the types of Personalized Stamps that exist in their country, in order to eventually gather enough data and use them to prepare a presentation that will be also available to all Delegates.

Election of 1 Chairman, 1 Secretary and 3 Bureau Members for the 2012 – 2016 term.
Mr. Bernard Beston, FIP Director responsible for the Maximaphily Commission, announced that there was one nominee for each available position of the new Bureau of the Commission and thus proceeded in officially declaring these nominees as the new Bureau of the FIP Maximaphily Commission. They are as follows:
Chairman: George Constantourakis, Canada
Secretary: Jenny Banfield, New Zealand
Bureau Member: Anny Boyard, France (FEPA)
Bureau Member: Terry Watson , USA (FIAF)
Bureau Member: Ye Choh San, Malaysia (FIAP)
Mr. Beston proceeded by introducing each new Bureau Member present at the meeting, first Mr. George Constantourakis, who is 1st elected as Chairman, (prior to that he was appointed and confirmed at the 71st Congress of Oct. 2010), then  Mrs. Jenny Banfield, followed by Mr. Ye Choh San. He excused the absence of Mme Anny Boyard, as she was unable to come to Jakarta for health reasons and Mr. Terry Watson, who was tied to the US for personal reasons, but had expressed his willingness to travel to future Maximaphily Commission Meetings.

- On the issue of the two (2) extra Appointed Bureau Members, after consultation between the Chairman and Mr Beston, it was decided to postpone their appointment in order to find the best qualified candidates. We will take into account - besides the candidate’s personal qualifications and activity - the Continental representation and more importantly his/her ability and willingness to travel to the locations where future Maximaphily Commission Meetings will be held. 

Presentation of the main points of our Strategic Plan for the 2012-2014 period:

- To communicate the Updating of the Maximaphily Regulations (SREV and Guidelines) on Personalized Stamps and explain the specific criteria of their acceptance.

· To further publicize the posting of the World Maximaphily Competition of the three Best Maximum Cards in our Commission’s Website and strive to improve the Voting fairness.

· To continue updating and improving our FIP Maximaphily Commission Website: http://www.maximaphily.info/   

· To continue improving the means of communications between the Delegates of the FIP Maximaphily Commission by constantly upgrading our contact information.

- To encourage National Maximaphily Associations in the direction of promoting Youth Maximaphily.
· To lead a campaign in fighting Fakes and Forgeries in Maximaphily by creating a data base of              questionable MC’s and by offering Seminars at many Maximaphily and Philatelic venues.

· To introduce and promote Maximaphily in the countries where it is not yet known 

· To offer to all national philatelic federations a Maximaphily data-processing documentation 

· To request from FIP members countries the appointment of active Delegates to our Commission. 

· To improve our network with all National Philatelic Federations.

· To persuade certain Postal Administrations to create correct Maximum Cards.

· To open the way for more Maximaphily Jury training.

· To reduce the level of discrimination against Maximaphily through learning procedures. 

· To promote the acceptance of all classes at FIP Exhibitions.

· To promote the increase of the number of Maximaphily Exhibits being accepted by the organizing committees of FIP Exhibitions.

Question Period – General Discussion.

The discussion centered around the Private Entities (companies) of New Zealand issuing their own stamps and using the National Postal System for mail delivery. It was a good discussion, however lacking all the information, we could only make assumptions.

Conclusion 

- The Chairman emphasized the importance that each Delegate responds to requests to send his annual National Activity Report, even if he feels that their activities are limited. He suggested that even limited activities are a starting point. 

- He also invited the new members of the Bureau to actively promote Maximaphily in their region, focusing on countries where there is already an activity. He used as an example Southeast Asia, mentioning the following countries Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines.

- He concluded by thanking again all present for their participation in this Maximaphily Commission’s Meeting.

Jakarta, June 22, 2012 
George Constantourakis               

Jenny Banfield                               

Chairman                                      

Secretary

FIP Maximaphily Commission
REPORT OF THE FIP MAXIMAPHILY COMMISSION, June 2012 to Mar. 2014
The FIP Maximaphily Commission Bureau was quite active during the June 2012 to March 2014 period. There was a close cooperation between its President and the new Members of the Commission and in particular with Mme A. Boyard (Bureau Member) and Mr. N. Rangos (past President): 
Work done worldwide during the June 2012 to Mar. 2014: 
- We kept constantly upgrading our contact info leading to greater facility to communicate. 
- We kept in constant contact with every Delegate either requesting their National Activity Report or sending out official communications, plus sending our annual World Activity Report.
- We updated our own FIP Maximaphily Commission website with the most recent information, with emphasis on the Reports, Competitions and Links.

- We made power point presentations regarding the 'Judging Maximaphily' and 'Recognizing Fake Maximum Cards' at FIP, National and Regional level Exhibitions. 
- We have communicated to all our Delegates the new regulations ‘Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points’, that were adopted in Jakarta and approved by the FIP Board in Rio de Janeiro. 
- During this period, we ‘ve posted on our Commission website the 2011 World Competition for the 3 Best Maximum Cards and the 2012 World Competition for the 3 Best Maximum Cards with 60 participations in each Competition.

- We ‘ve carried out electronically the Voting for the World Competition of the 3 Best Maximum Cards by having the official Delegates email their Voting Papers to both the President and the Mme Anny Boyard (Bureau Member).

- Throughout this period, there was a very close and cooperation between the Chairman and the new Bureau Members and in particular between the Chairman and with Mme Anny Boyard (Bureau Member) and Mr. Nicos Rangos (former Chairman). 

Main Maximaphily Event - Approval of the Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines 
On November 23, 2013, the FIP Board approved at its Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, our proposed: Amendments to the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps and other points. 
These Amendments had first been adopted by all the Delegates attending the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta, on June 22, 2012. Following the request by Mr. Beston for a more clear and simple definition, paragraph 3.1, on both the SREV & Guidelines, was re-worded
And after consultation, it was accepted by the Bureau Members of the FIP Maximaphily Commission, on November 9, 2013.
Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta, June 22, 2012

At the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta, Indonesia on June 22, 2012, important updating of the SREV and Guidelines on Personalized Stamps (and on the preferred cancellation for an artwork integral to a monument) were presented by the Chairman of the Commission and adopted by the Delegates. 

Also at this Conference, Mr. B. Beston, FIP Director responsible for the Maximaphily Commission, announced that there was one nominee for each available position of the new Bureau of the Commission for the 2012 – 2016 term, and thus proceeded in officially declaring these nominees as the new Bureau of the FIP Maximaphily Commission. They are as follows:
Chairman: George Constantourakis, Canada
Secretary: Jenny Banfield, New Zealand
Bureau Member: Anny Boyard, France (FEPA)
Bureau Member: Terry Watson , USA (FIAF)
Bureau Member: Ye Choh San, Malaysia (FIAP)
- Later on  in Spring of 2013, Juan Antonio CASAS PAJARES (Spain) was selected as an Appointed Bureau Member by the Chairman of the Commission.
Maximaphily Seminars/Workshops

- On June 22, 2012, at the FIP Maximaphily Commission Conference in Jakarta, George Constantourakis (Chairman of the Commission) made a presentation explaining the 'Updating of the Maximaphily Regulations' (SREV and Guidelines) on Personalized Stamps. He explained the acceptable examples of the 'Collector timbré' (Stamped Collector); ‘Mon Timbreamoi’ (My own Stamp); 'ID timbre’ (ID Stamp); and 'authorized Private Posts', plus the non acceptable examples such as the ‘Timbre en ligne’ (Online Stamp). He concluded with examples of the preferred cancellation for an artwork integral to a monument such as relief, sculpture, fresco, stained glass window, mosaic, etc. 
- On Aug. 12, 2012, a very interesting seminar was held at the Taipei 2012 Invitational Philatelic Exhibition in Taipei on Aug. 12, 2012, by Nicos Rangos and George Constantourakis on 'Personalized Stamps', on 'Judging Maximaphily' and on 'Recognizing Fake Maximum Cards'. 
- On May 13, 2013, at the AUSTRALIA 2013 World Stamp Exhibition in Melbourne, George Constantourakis (Chairman of the Commission) made a presentation on 'Judging Maximaphily' and on 'Recognizing Fake Maximum Cards'. These presentations were followed by a very vivid discussion both on the Regulations and also on the Forgeries issue, with Bulgaria’s Delegate offering further explanations on this very important issue.

On Nov. 23, 2013, at the BRASILIANA 2013 World Stamp Exhibition in Rio de Janeiro, Nicos Rangos (Former Chairman of the Commission) made a presentation on ' The Beautiful World of Maximaphily'. This presentation was the highlight of Maximaphily for  the Brazilian Maximaphilists at Brasiliana 2013. It was seen by them as an excellent opportunity to understand the rules of Maximaphily and to learn how to mount good Maximaphily Exhibits. 

- Numerous other Seminars were given by many National Maximaphily Associations. 
Maximaphily Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions 
In June 2012, at INDONESIA 2012 in Jakarta, there was 1 Maximaphily Exhibit in Youth Class. 
In May 2013, at AUSTRALIA 2013 in Melbourne, there were 6 Maximaphily Exhibits and  1 such Exhibit in Youth Class.

In Aug. 2013, at THAILAND 2013 in Bangkok, there were 3 Maximaphily Exhibits.
In Nov. 2013, at BRASILIANA 2013, in Rio de Janeiro, there were 8 Maximaphily Exhibits. 

Major Maximaphily Exhibition & Workshop  

'TAIPEI 2012 INVITATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION' (Aug. 9 to 13, 2012)
- The current and past Chairman of the FIP Maximaphily Commission - George Constantourakis of Canada and Nicos Rangos of Cyprus were invited to this Exhibition both as Commissioners and Jurors. Among the exhibiting Classes Maximaphily had a very prominent place. There were 33 Maximaphily Exhibits in all, with a total of 159 frames. From Taiwan, there were 22 Maximaphily Exhibits in Competition. These exhibits had very good material. The best ones received 1 Gold, 3 Large Vermeil and 9 Vermeil medals. The most important Invited Non-Competitive Maximaphily Exhibits were: 'Europa Nostra 1901-1940' by N. Rangos, plus 'History of Maximaphily' and 'Greco-Roman Sculpture’ by G. Constantourakis. 
- In addition, at the Taipei 2012 Invitational Philatelic Exhibition, a very interesting seminar was held on Aug. 12, 2012, by Nicos Rangos and George Constantourakis on Personalized Stamps and the 'Updating of the Maximaphily Regulations', on 'Judging Maximaphily' and on 'Recognizing Fake Maximum Cards'. These presentations were followed by a very vivid discussion, with many pointed questions, from the very engaged Taiwan philatelists present.
World Competition of the Best Maximum Card 
- During this period, the 9th World Competition for the three Best Maximum Cards created in 2011' and the 10th World Competition for the three Best Maximum Cards created in 2012' were
each posted on our Website www.maximaphily.info.

Each Competition was open for Voting to all our official Delegates. The Voting for each Competition, was done electronically over a 30 days period. The official Delegates had to send in by email their Voting Papers with their Choices to both the Chairman and the most experienced Bureau Member Mme Anny Boyard. If a Country Vote was sent only to the Chairman, it was automatically forwarded to Mme A. Boyard to ensure the integrity and security of the Vote. Mme Anny Boyard was in charge of verifying the Vote Results by checking every Vote received.
- For these Competitions, we followed the new regulations, that is it will NOT be allowed to vote for your own country. This major Voting change was formally approved by our Delegates at the Jakarta Meeting of the Commission on June 22, 2012. 60 countries participated in the 2011 Competition and again 60 participated in the 2012 Competition. These Competitions have proven to be very popular among our members and they serve in promoting the creation of excellent new Maximum Cards.

General Comments referring to our National Associations.

Reading the present National Reports we note the following:

In most countries Maximaphily is progressing, such as in South Korea, Chinese Taipei, Malaysia, Brazil, the USA and in particular in France and the Netherlands. It is stable in many European countries. In a few others it is just starting up.
- Certain countries report that the organizers of various philatelic exhibitions are asking their members to exhibit their Maximaphily collections, as these are of interest to visitors for the beautiful balance they achieve with the stamps on the cards and their concordant postmark.
- Several members of National Maximaphily Associations have published interesting articles; disseminating various aspects Maximaphily Rules in Journals of various Philatelic Societies.
- Many Maximaphily Associations produce E-Journals that are available either exclusively to their members or distributed free, as a means of attracting new members.

- Many National Associations encounter difficulties in creating good Maximum Cards due to the a) large number of new stamp issues; b) difficulty in obtaining relevant postcards, c) lack of concordant cancellations and d) closure of many post offices in small localities.
- France reports that they have observed with regret that applications of French maximaphilists, (class adult or youth), had not been accepted to participate in International or World exhibitions. 

- Cyprus reports that they are very unhappy with the lack of accredited Maximaphily Jurors at FIP Exhibitions. 
National Maximaphily Websites
We updated the list of Maximaphily Websites. These sites are reaching an ever growing number of collectors. The most thorough in content website is that of the ‘Maximaphiles Francais’ with a following of 400 00 visitors. It was recently redesigned aiming at modernization and simplification. It is easily accessible to tablets, smartphones and other mobile devises through the “QRCode”: 

FRANCE: http://www.maximaphiles-francais.org/ Les Maximaphiles Français

BELGIUM: www.belgianmaximaphiles.be/ (Cached - Similar

 HYPERLINK "" \t "_blank" The Belgian Maximaphiles WPC)
CHINA: Chinamaxicard
GERMANY: http://www.maximaphilie.de/ (Maximaphily & Philokartie AMPh)
GREECE: maximaphilia.gr/
ITALY: http://www.maximafilia.it/ (Associazione Italiana Maximaphilia A.I.M.)

ROMANIA:http://srmdvn.blogspot.com/ Societatea Românã Maximafilie of D r . Valeriu Neaga
SPAIN: www.asemamaximofilia.com (ASEMA)
Personal Maximaphily Websites
CZECH REP.: http://cartesmaximum.blogspot.com/
CHINESE TAIPEI (Taiwan): http://bridge-maximumcard.blogspot.com/
MALAYSIA: Ye Choh San Malaysia Maximaphily 余 曹 山 极限 片 珍藏
PORTUGAL: http://omundoapaixonantedamaximafilia.blogspot.com/
SPAIN:http://asemabolsa.blogspot.com/
UNITED KINDOM (Ian Billings): http://picasaweb.google.com/wild1952/
USA: http://www.squidoo.com/dorincard
Judging:

- Regarding the Judging of Maximaphily Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions, we wish to see that – at minimum – the team leader Judge, is a FIP accredited Judge in Maximaphily.  

- We wish to see a speedier process for Maximaphily Jury Apprenticing at FIP Exhibitions, to counter the limited number of specialized Maximaphily Jurors. 

Inclusion of all FIP Classes:

- Regarding 'FIP Exhibitions and those with FIP Recognition', we wish to see that the:

a) FIP encourages the inclusion of All Classes and in our case the Class of Maximaphily and 

b) FIP encourages a greater number of Maximaphily Exhibits been accepted by the organizers of those FIP Exhibitions. 

- We are pleased to note that Maximaphily Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions are starting to appear more frequently than before e.g. at “Australia 2013” there were 6 Maximaphily Exhibits; at “Thailand 2013” there were 3 such Exhibits and at “Brasiliana 2013” there were 8 such Exhibits.

- The inclusion of All Classes at FIP Exhibitions is of primary importance for the future of our hobby. Maximaphily is very much appreciated by the general public and it is also an asset in the direction of the Youth philately.
The main points of our Strategic Plan for the future of Maximaphily:

 - To publicise through workshops, articles and CD Rom’s the new regulations adopted in Jakarta and approved by the FIP Board in Rio, regarding the specific criteria in using Personalized Stamps to create valid Maximum Cards. 
       - To lead a campaign in fighting Fakes and Forgeries in Maximaphily by creating a data base of questionable MC’s and by offering Seminars at many Maximaphily and Philatelic venues.

       - To further publicize the posting of the World Maximaphily Competition of the three Best Maximum Cards in our Commission’s Website and strive to improve the Voting fairness. 

- To encourage National Maximaphily Ass. in the direction of promoting Youth Maximaphily.
       - To continue updating and improving our FIP Maximaphily Commission Website: http://www.maximaphily.info/ 

      - To continue improving the means of communications between the Delegates of the FIP Maximaphily Commission by constantly upgrading our contact information.

- To request from FIP members countries the appointment of active Delegates to our Maximaphily Commission.

       - To introduce and promote Maximaphily in the countries where it is not well known. 

       - To offer to National Philatelic Federations a Maximaphily data-processing documentation 

      - To improve our network with all National Philatelic Federations

      - To persuade certain Postal Administrations to create correct Maximum Cards

      - To open the way for more Maximaphily Jury training.

      - To promote the acceptance of all classes at FIP Exhibitions.
- To promote the Increase of the number of Maximaphily Exhibits being accepted by the organizing committees of FIP Exhibitions. 
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